 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1                                 Three 9/11s

I

In Boston, a chill 11th of September brings the first turning of leaves, presaging the cold winds of Winter.  But in South Africa 9/11 ushers in Spring.  It was on that day in 1906 that Mohandas Gandhi, an Indian educated in England and then practicing law in Johannesburg addressed a crowd of 3000 mostly Hindus and Muslims, and created the concept—and imperative—of satya​graha: Truth Force.  
    Cold August had brought a Whites-über-alles law requiring all “Coloreds”—brown people—to register, be fingerprinted, and car​ry an ID card to confirm their secondary status.  Gandhi was incensed and determined to defy this regime of apartheid.  In a carefully prepared speech he analyzed and condemned this sys​tem, and called for all Indians to stand up for non-violent resist​ance—non-cooperation—then and there.  The entire audi​ence quickly rose, and satyagraha was launched, and after eight years of Indian refusal, forced the British and Afrikaaner over​lords to rescind the law.  Carrying the movement to India, Gandhi further realized the power of satyagraha, in 1947 driving the British rulers out of the “crown jewel” of their empire.
    The second momentous 9/11 of the century came in 1973 when foreign agents instigated the killing of Chile’s democratic-socialist president Salvador Allende and installation of the fascist General Augusto Pinochet.  Those instigators were CIA agents providing money, information, connections, and technology to Chile’s military conspirators as part of the US cold-war effort to negate alternatives to capitalism and extend US hegemony around the world.
    1973 was the same year in which Council on Foreign Rela​tions’ historian Samuel Huntington declared an “excess of demo​c​racy” in the US and kick-started the current neoliberal regime globalizing jobs and money, flattening the earnings of American workers and fattening incomes of big business share holders, while promoting the spread of US warriors, subversion, and arms around the world.  However, nonviolent opposition to neoliber​alism continued in South and Central America for roughly twenty years when Pinochet and other dictators were overcome, pro​viding space for the many socialistic regimes now evident south of Mexico.
    The third momentous 9/11 event was, of course, the attacks on and disintegration of three World Trade Center (WTC) build​ings in New York and part of the Defense Department’s Penta​gon building in Washington DC, nine months (gestation? pre​paration?) after George W. Bush took office as president.  A mostly prepared omnibus anti-terrorism bill titled “Provide Appropriate Tools Required to Intercept and Obstruct Terrorism (PATRIOT) Act” was rushed through Congress and signed the next day by Bush, who—without any criminal investigation—had immediately blamed Osama bin Laden’s Al Qaeda Muslim militants for the attacks.  No denizen of the Pentagon or WTC officer has been prosecuted despite massive gaps in protective behavior.  
    The PATRIOT act has enabled the President with his intelli​gence and military agencies to surveil, capture, torture, or de​stroy anyone, foreign or domestic, suspected to be or officially labeled as “terrorist” or terrorist associate or helper, without the usual investigation or due process of law.  The Act, or many parts of it, are clearly unconstitutional, providing the president with broad terrorist potential.  
    Ignoring limits imposed by the War Powers Acts, the president proceeded to send an army and air force to Afghanistan to van​quish terrorists—“better to destroy them over there than to fight them here.”  Thus started the putatively unlimited “War  on Terror” which has been extended to Iraq, Pakistan, Libya, Somalia, Yemen, and now any defenseless place on earth where drones—unopposed by any fighter plane—can kill people by remote control.  And of course the whole American population and any other users of phones   or the internet—including “friendly” heads of state—are now under indis​crimi​nate surveillance by the secretive giant National Security Agency.
    If the War on Terror is meant to protect American interests (governmental, corporate, and citizen) abroad, it is doing the opposite—beyond the short term.  It is widely suspected in the US and understood in Europe that the 9/11 attacks and official reports were fraudulent and need to be properly investigated and reported, with policy and operational officials held account​​able, prosecuted, and punished.  The painstaking research by philosopher David Ray Griffin, historian Webster Tarpley, chemist Niels Harrit, and others, and the opinions of over 2000 engineers, architects, and scientists as well as air​line pilots, make clear that the WTC towers and WTC Building 7 were destroyed by controlled demolition from the inside—not by aircraft highjackers.  This comports with anyone who has taken half an hour to explore the web site www.ae911truth.org, among others, viewing the videos.  

    We focus this final editorial of the BCA Dispatch on 9/11 because it is the crucial issue of our time—the consequences a disaster for democracy, humanity, and the earth—depending on perception and subsequent policy making.  In this issue we are featuring the enduring heroism of Bonhoeffer and the insight of Lovelock’s Gaia rather than political events, but it is amazing how our supposedly enlightened people can swallow —or fail to perceive or to correct—the massive hypocrisy and corruption of our government and mindless corporate (especi​ally media) elite placing avaricious control and neoconserv​ative ideology over survival of people and the earth.   
    Surveys show that the American public, as well as Euro​pean and other, want to rein in corporate and military privilege, as well as indiscriminate surveillance and control of the inter​net, at home and abroad.  But so far we lack the coherent vision and organization to realize “another possible world”.  Willful ignorance?  We are dumbfounded by propaganda— official and corporate.  
[image: image1.wmf]    Many avenues need to be tried in order to winnow out dis​tractions, lies, and omissions, but a key one may be media literacy and the genesis of public opinion.  What if school children—and adults—were to learn on field trips how adver​tising works, how corporate and political campaign money works, strategy and tactics of propaganda, even the simple contrivance of teleprompters where children and the unwary see “spontaneous” speech?   To be aware of the false im​pression of universality or inevitability given by TV overload and cherry-picking, misleading head​- lines, misleading video ed​​iting, and bogus experts?  And at another level, to know how so-called trade agree- ments—TPP, TAFTA—incorporate legal​istic bombs to devas​tate our social and environ​mental laws and our internet?   How surveil​lance, military, and covert terror agencies constitute a fourth, tempo​rarily un- accountable, branch of government?   

Another world is waiting, indeed.               —D.L.   6 Nov 2013
         Gandhi’s house                     in Johannesburg








